
Thank you to our donors for the continued support of the COVID-19
Emergency Fund providing vital support to the village of Piñas Bay. Piñas
Bay Conservancy Charity through the support of donations from Tropic Star
Lodge, their generous guests, and Board of Directors have come together to
make sure the village of Piñas Bay continues to endure through this
pandemic knowing they have the basic necessities. During this time, the
need has become even more great as many families have had to go into
quarantine unable to harvest and fish for their family.

Donations have made possible that the Conservancy remains committed to
supplying food parcels, continuing the Sunday food kitchens, providing food
for 650 residents each Sunday since the first Sunday in May.  In addition to
food, essential toiletry, baby, and sanitation products have been supplied
monthly and dispensed by the clinic to those families that would otherwise
go without. The medical clinic in the village had only two oxygen tanks. Now,
and until needed, thanks to donations to the Conservancy, the clinic now has
seven total at their disposal. Two donated and three are rented monthly.
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Tropic Star Lodge Bertrams have been hard at work! We’ve made 15 trips to
the “end of the road”, the village of Puerto Quimba. These trips have brought
supplies and personnel to the village such as medicine, oxygen, food parcels,
tests, and doctors and nurses. Tropic Star Lodge has also fished for the
village providing protein for our Sunday kitchens. Once, there’s enough
protein for the Sunday kitchens, the fish is distributed throughout the village
to the households most in need, about 600 residents. 

The Conservancy is also aiding children who normally study in Panama City
and are quarantined in Piñas Bay. We are providing satellite internet,
computer, and a printer for their use to access and submit their schoolwork.
Rural locations with limited internet access bring to light that remote learning
is a privilege and not always a solution one can take for granted. In addition
to the students this service is helping, it has become a vital line of
communication for the doctor in the community. It is important to provide
background to why a village such as Piñas Bay is so adversely effected by a
pandemic. Indigenous communities around the world already face many
challenges. 
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The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are worsening these challenges and
creating new challenges for these communities. Indigenous communities
have poor access to healthcare, preexisting diseases and lack of access and
education to essential services and sanitation. In Piñas Bay, there is one
doctor and one nurse for the 1,200 residents. It is common in rural
indigenous communities, that medical facilities are often under-equipped
and/or under-staffed. It is also common that families live in multi-
generational housing, putting entire families at risk especially the elderly. 

Indigenous communities already face food insecurity as subsistence farming
and fishing is a way of life. All of these challenges are amplified by a
pandemic where there are imposed lockdown and quarantines. Piñas Bay
straddles the old and the new. Part of the village continue with their
traditional livelihoods, which are land-based. However, many work in tourism
related occupations at Tropic Star Lodge. Traditional lifestyles are a source of
their resiliency but is also challenging during a time such as this. Support of
the COVID-19 Emergency Fund has ensured the heath and well-being of our
community of Piñas Bay.
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